
Dear Friends, 
As we begin Lent – Ash Wednesday is 6th 
March – there are a number of things  
going on which you might like to join in 
with. The service on Ash Wednesday is a 
great way to start Lent. In it we are  
reminded of our mortality and of our sin-
fulness. But not in any negative way. We 
can be positive about these things because 
God has acted to free us from sin and 
death in the death and resurrection of  
Jesus. In our humanity we are held in the 
grip of sin and death but through our  
baptism into Christ Jesus we are brought 
into new life with him. Christians believe 
that as Jesus died and rose from the dead, 
so we are crucified with him and rise with 
him to new and eternal life. The service on 
Ash Wednesday, with its act of penitence 
urges us to reflect upon our failures,  
because we are human, to live up to the 
values and standards of God’s kingdom 
and to repent of those failures. But we do 
so strong in the knowledge that God is 
ready to forgive those who turn to him in 
sorrow for their sins and his promise is that 
we will be forgiven. The ash (a symbol of 
the broken creation) that we receive on our 
foreheads is a symbol of our sorrow and 
reminds us that through the cross (a sym-
bol of God’s saving work in Christ) we 

have been saved. 
 Those themes recur throughout 
Lent as we prepare to remember Jesus’ 
suffering and death as we enter Holy Week 
and to celebrate his resurrection as we  
rejoice at Easter. Along the way we spend 
time in prayer, fasting, study and good 
works, following the example of Jesus that 
we might renew our faith and our lives in 
readiness for our celebration – and also for 
eternity. 
 To help with this we have Lent 
Talks, looking at the history of our faith 
during the lengthy (400 years) between the 
end of the Old Testament and the begin-
ning of the New. Those will be at Lufton. 
We have available in the Churches and on 
our website this year’s Lent Devotional 
guide with daily readings from St  
Matthew’s Gospel. There will be study 
groups, also looking at St Matthew’s  
Gospel. The times and venues are still to 
be arranged as I write this – details will be 
in the Churches and on the website. I in-
vite you to join with us during Lent; if you 
are not able to come along to any of the 
events I hope that you will use Lent as a 
time of reflection, renewal and prayer. 
 During March both of our Church 
schools – St Margaret’s School and  
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SERVICES DURING MARCH 2019 

Day Tintinhull Chilthorne 
Domer 

Lufton Yeovil 
Marsh 

Thorne 
Coffin 

March 3rd 
Sunday 
next be-
fore Lent 

  10.30 am 
Benefice 
Eucharist 

6 pm  
Evensong 

   

March 5th   10 am (BCP) 
Eucharist  

      

March 6th 
Ash 
Wednesday 

7.30 pm  
Benefice 
Eucharist and 
Imposition of 
Ash 

        

March 
10th 
Lent 1 

8 am Eucharist 
(BCP) 
10.45 am To-
gether4God 

10.45 am  
Matins 

6 pm  
Evensong 

  4 pm  
Evensong 

March 
17th 
Lent 2 

9.15 am  
Parish  
Eucharist 

10.45 am  
Parish  
Eucharist 

6 pm  
Evensong 

10.45 am 
Morning 
Prayer at the 
Elms 

  

March 
24th 
Lent 3 

9.15 am  
Parish  
Eucharist 

See Yeovil 
Marsh 

6 pm  
Eucharist 
(BCP) 

11 am  
Parish 
Eucharist – 
Yeovil 
Marsh & 
Chilthorne 
Domer 

  

March 31st 
Lent 4 – 
Mothering 
Sunday 

9.15 am  
Parish  
Eucharist 

10.45 am  
Parish  
Eucharist 

6 pm  
Evensong 

    

April 7th 
Lent 5 

    6 pm  
Evensong 

  10.30 am 
Benefice 
Eucharist 

Tintinhull Continued.  “along with those who organise such events as Poetry and Prose. 
Church electoral roll forms can be found in the church which at present is open over the 
weekend and there is a box to put your completed forms. Don’t forget to pick up an entry 
form and details of classes for the Spring Flower Show. It is quite soon now! Saturday 
23rd March. These forms are in the WMC and The Village Hall. Enquiries to Ray 
Cozens 824220.” 
Cut off date for April’s issue is on or before 19th March. Be early to avoid  
disappointment. Hilary, Editor, 
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Chilthorne Domer Church School will be 
interviewing candidates for the post of head 
teacher. These, as you will understand, are 
very important appointments so please keep 
the Governors of both schools, and the  
candidates in your prayers so that the right 
choices may be made for the benefit of the 
schools and the children in our  
communities. 
 In a change to our regular pattern of 
services from this month St Mary’s in  
Chilthorne Domer will be joining on the 
fourth Sunday in the month with All 
Saints’, Yeovil Marsh, because of the chal-
lenges of covering those two services at the 
same time. And don’t forget to fill in your 
Electoral Roll form as we need to create 
new Electoral Rolls in all of the Churches 
this year. With every good wish for a holy 
Lent,                                          Fr. Peter 
The  Right Reverend Ruth Worsley, 
Bishop of Taunton writes:”Let Him 
look at you” 
The other day, someone was speaking about 
visiting with her elderly mum. She was tell-
ing us that whenever she visited she would 
offer to do any jobs that might be needed 
and beyond her mum’s reach. Her mum’s 
response was to say: “Just sit down and let 
me look at you”. I’ve been thinking about 
that conversation ever since. 
 What a wonderful thing to say to 
your child. “Just sit down and let me look 
at you”. She was sharing this vignette, a 
year after her mum’s death. There are no 
more opportunities for her mum to ‘sit and 
look at her’. How glad she is that she took 
the time while her mum was alive. 
 I wonder if I can say the same. Have 
I made time for the things that really matter 
or am I so focused on the tasks at hand that 
I forget the need for space to develop  
relationship? I have a sense that this isn’t 
just about the people who matter to me but 
also that it may be Jesus speaking to me as 

well. “Just sit down and let me look at 
you”. 
 The story of Mary and Martha open-
ing up their home to Jesus in hospitality 
perhaps reminds us most of the priority of 
spending time in the presence of Jesus. 
Martha complains at Mary’s lack of support 
in helping with the household jobs. Jesus 
response is to suggest that Martha has  
become so distracted with the ‘tasks’ of 
hospitality that she has missed the point of 
what welcome and relationship is. We often 
think of this story as being about Mary and 
Martha’s priorities. Which is of greater  
significance? Our attitude of service or that 
of spiritual exploration? However I’m  
wondering if Jesus was saying something 
more. “Just sit down and let me look at 
you”. What would Jesus see if He looked at 
you? How does He look at you? 
 March 8th is international women’s 
day, often an opportunity to remind us that 
society’s way of looking at women has 
changed over the years. The Me Too move-
ment has revealed some of the ways in 
which women have been objectified result-
ing in forms of abuse. Alongside that grow-
ing realisation we are increasingly aware 
that many women and men feel a sense of 
dissatisfaction with how they look and can 
find their mental health affected as a result. 
Many of us find another person looking at 
us, uncomfortable. 
 I’d like to suggest that we might hear 
these words, “just sit down and let me 
look at you”, as an invitation from Jesus to 
spend time under his gaze this week. Not as 
a means of incurring shame but rather to 
receive the look of love that he so wants us 
to see.” 

News from around the Parishes 
YEOVIL MARSH 

Christine Salmon writes: “As we see the 
daffodils, crocuses and signs of spring we 
are looking forward to events coming along 
- All Saints Church invite you to their An-
nual Parochial Church Meeting on Wednes-
day 11th April 2019 at 7pm in church, all 
from the parish are welcome.  
 Also watch this space for news of a 

summer family event complete with Hog 
Roast. If anyone would be interested to 
have a craft table or stall of some sort 
please contact Mike on 420538 or  
Christine on 412927 and we will build the 
plan together. 
 Lastly we would like to say a spe-
cial thank you to Nicola and Janet for vol-
unteering to help distribute the newsletters 
to keep us all informed, very much appre-
ciated.” 

LUFTON 
Susan Collins writes: “Regrettably, last 
month our 2018 February copy went into 
the Newsletter! Apologies for this error, 
especially as we did have some exciting 
news to report and the dates quoted made 
no sense!(apology from editor for lack of 
sharp eyes) We shall try to attach the  
correct copy this time! At our Candlelit 
Carol Service additional light was  
provided by our 3 new candelabra,  
suspended from the ceiling. These neatly 
rise to take their place nearer the ceiling, 
by means of ingenious pulley systems. Our 
grateful thanks to Francis Burroughes and 
William Baker for organising these addi-
tions. Thanks are also extended to all who 
contributed in many different ways to-
wards our Christmas celebrations. There 
are only a few of us in our usual  
congregation and we all contribute in our 
own way.  
 On Sunday 30th December we held 
a very special Champagne Celebration at 
the Church following the Evensong Ser-
vice, as it had been announced that our 
own Dr. Francis Burroughes has been 
awarded the British Empire Medal in the 
New Year’s Honours List. This will be 
formally awarded by the Lord Lieutenant 
of Somerset (TBA) to honour Francis 
Burroughes’ Services to the community, 
playing the organ in a number of Churches 
since the age of 9yrs. and specifically at 
the Church of St. Peter & St. Paul in 
Lufton for a number of years. Francis has 
provided our little Church with two organs 
consecutively, organises events, is our 
Organist, a Church Warden and PCC Sec-
retary, to name only a few  of his attrib-
utes. In addition, over the years he has also 

acted as Musical Director of a number of 
choirs and singing groups. We all feel that 
this award is well deserved. 
 Our services continue as normal in 
March with additional Lent Talks - ‘Twixt 
Old & New Testaments – What happened 
in the 400 years between the prophecy of 
Malachi and the coming of Jesus Christ? 
Starting on Wednesday 13th March 7.30 
pm at Lufton and the following three 
Wednesday evenings. Details of Lent 
Groups will be in the Churches and on the 
website.” 

TINTINHULL 
Church warden John Gower writes: “It 
will soon be time for the annual PCC 
meeting in April where elections are made 
for various offices. If you would like to get 
involved in any way, please let me know. 
It is also a time to thank people for their 
hard work over the year. There are too 
many to thank in one article so I shall 
make a start this month. The Church could 
not function without the support we re-
ceive. This includes our marvellous flower 
arrangers, Church cleaners, Simon for his 
work in the Churchyard, and bell ringers. 
Special thanks go to Brian Whitlock who 
does a thousand and one jobs that seem to 
get done magically. Likewise to our Editor 
and those who distribute this Newsletter 
every month. Then there are all those who 
provide help putting on our ‘Take Art’ 
productions and other social and  
fundraising events. The Cottage pies that 
you cook are famous in the Village. The 
Graffiti Classics on Saturday 30th March 
looks soon to be a sell out. There are  
tickets still available for The Mikado on 
Thursday 14th March costing £10. Contact 
Ray Cozens 824220. Returning to thanks, 
we are very grateful to all who support St. 
Margaret’s School and run Fun Church. 
We thank those who sponsor the Church 
and those who run our Wednesday morn-
ing coffee morning in The Working Men’s 
Club. We are privileged to live in such a 
lovely Village with such a splendid 
Church. I also thank those who run  
Christian Aid fundraising and The Lords 
Larder cont. overleaf  
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