
Dear Friends, 
We start this month with the celebration of 
the Presentation of Christ in the Temple 
and end it entering the season of Lent. 
 The feast of the Presentation of 
Christ is also known as Candlemas and 
marks the end of the cycle of celebrations 
of the Incarnation – the birth of Jesus, the 
coming of the Magi and the Baptism of 
Christ. We celebrated the Word made 
flesh, the revelation of Christ to the  
Gentiles and the anointing of Jesus with 
the Holy Spirit as Messiah at his baptism. 
These events are all drawn together in the 
prophetic words of Simeon when he 
blesses Jesus as he is presented in the  
temple. He sees that Jesus’s life will be 
overshadowed by opposition from those 
who are not ready to welcome God’s  
Messiah, and that his suffering will bring 
sorrow and pain to Mary, his mother. 
Anna, the prophetess, too speaks of Jesus 
as the one who is to deliver Jerusalem. In 
this way Candlemas is a bridge between 
the celebration of the Incarnation at  
Christmas and Epiphany and the solemnity 
of Lent and Passiontide. We light candles 
to signify the presence of the Light of the 
World among us and turn our faces  
towards the season of penitence and fast-
ing. We will celebrate Candlemas on  
February 2nd at 10.30 am at All Saints’ 
Church, Yeovil Marsh. You would be most 
welcome to join us for what is always a 
lovely occasion in the Church’s year. 
 Three weeks later we will change 

our focus as we enter Lent, marked with a 
Eucharist at which we will receive, in ash, 
the sign of the cross on our foreheads. This 
marking is a symbol to ourselves, not to 
the wider world, of our need for  
repentance. As we receive the sign of the 
cross we hear the words, Remember that 
you are dust, and to dust you will return. 
Turn away from sin and be faithful to 
Christ. Thus we enter the season of Lent, 
reminded that it is a time for reflection, 
repentance and renewal. 
 Lent reminds us that none of us are 
perfect. In the things we do, the things we 
say and the attitudes we hold towards other 
people we know that we fall short of the 
standard set us by Christ. We know too 
that we can never achieve that perfection 
through our own efforts. That is why re-
pentance is required of us. So that God 
may forgive those who turn to him in  
penitence, and he will, through his grace, 
pour out his Spirit to equip us for lives 
lived in his service and the service of our 
neighbours. 
 Lent reminds us of two things – the 
need for repentance and the responsibility 
of serving others. We’d love you to join us 
for our service at the start of Lent. Ash 
Wednesday is 26th February and the  
service is at St Margaret’s, Tintinhull at 
7.30 pm. The time between Candlemas and 
Ash Wednesday can usefully be employed 
in considering how best we can each keep 
a holy Lent.  
              With best wishes in Christ, Fr Peter 
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SERVICES DURING FEBRUARY 2020 

Day Tintinhull Chilthorne 
Domer 

Lufton Yeovil 
Marsh 

Thorne 
Coffin 

February 
2nd 
Presenta-
tion of 
Christ in 
the  
Temple 

    6 pm 
Evensong 

10.30 am 
Benefice 
Eucharist 

  

February 
4th 

  10 am  
Eucharist 
(BCP) 

      

 February 
9th 
 3 before 
Lent 

8 am Eucharist 
(BCP) 
10.45 am  
Together4God 

10.45 am  
Matins 

6 pm  
Evensong 

10.45 am at 
Chilthorne 
Domer 

4 pm  
Evensong 

February 
16th 
2 before 
Lent 

9.15 am  
Parish  
Eucharist 

10.45 am  
Parish  
Eucharist 

6 pm  
Evensong 

10.45 am 
Morning 
Prayer at the 
Elms 

  

February 
23rd 
Sunday 
before 
Lent 

9.15 am  
Parish  
Eucharist 

11 am at  
Yeovil Marsh 

6 pm  
Eucharist 
(BCP) 

11 am  
Parish 
Eucharist 

  

February 
26th Ash 
Wednes-
day 

7.30 pm  
Benefice 
Eucharist with 
Imposition of 
Ash 

        

March 3rd 
Lent 1 

  10.30 am 
Benefice 
Eucharist 

6 pm  
Evensong 

    

Last but not Least: 
From Chaz Harvey, Poppy Appeal Organiser: This year’s Poppy Appeal raised 
£1915:16. On behalf of the Royal British Legion I would like to thank everyone for their 
generous donations and also a huge thank you to all the Volunteer Poppy Collectors.  
Special thanks to the ladies who made the knitted and crocheted poppy brooches and Mike 
Caley who helped me out of a sticky situation with regards to the Remembrance Service at 
Chilthorne Domer.” 
From the editor: Cut off date for items to be included in the March issue is 19th February 
so please send in your copy in good time. Hilary.  
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Letter from the Right Reverend Peter 
Hancock, Bishop of Bath and Wells:  

 ”Pick up your Bible with a new joy” 
Martin Niemöller was a Lutheran Pastor, 
best known for his opposition to the Nazi 
party during the 1930’s. As a consequence 
he was imprisoned between 1938 and 1945, 
first in the Sachsenhausen and secondly in 
the Dachau concentration camps. He was 
fortunate to survive these experiences and, 
on his release, became a pacifist and a  
committed campaigner for nuclear  
disarmament.  
 A former U Boat Commander, in his 
book, ‘From U Boat to Pulpit’, he wrote 
about what the Bible meant to him during 
his imprisonment which included years of 
solitary confinement. He wrote: ‘The word 
of God was simply everything to me,  
comfort and strength, guidance and hope, 
master of my days and companion of my 
nights. The bread that kept me from  
starvation and the water of life which  
refreshed my soul. And even more, solitary 
confinement ceased to be solitary.’ These 
extraordinary words remind me of the hymn 
‘Lord thy word abideth,’ the first three 
verses of which are are:  
Lord, thy Word abideth,  
and our footsteps guideth;  
who its truth believeth  
light and joy receiveth. 
When our foes are near us,  
then thy Word doth cheer us,  
Word of consolation,  
message of salvation. 
When the storms are o'er us,  
and dark clouds before us,  
then its light directeth,  
and our way protecteth. 
 The Bible is still the most published 
and the most read book in the world. What 
makes it unique however, is that the books 
of the Bible were inspired by the Spirit of 
God and is the place where Christ is found 
and proclaimed and where God speaks. And 
St Paul, writing about the scriptures (The 
Old Testament) said, ‘For everything that 
was written in the past was written to teach 
us, so that through endurance and encour-
agement of the scriptures we might have 
hope.’ (Romans 15:4) 

 As we come to Lent might I suggest 
that we pick up our Bibles with a new joy, 
with fresh eyes and with a renewed  
determination to spend time each day  
reading the Bible. If we do we will find, as 
Niemöller and countless other people before 
us have done, that the Bible is indeed the 
Word of Life, the pathway to Jesus and the 
doorway to salvation. If we are looking for 
comfort and strength, guidance and hope we 
can find all those things within its pages. 

Peter + Bath and Wells 
NEWS FROM THE PARISHES 

LUFTON 
Susan Collins writes: “We are pleased to 
report that our Candlelit Carol Service on 
Sunday 22nd December was very well  
attended indeed and additional chairs were 
required. A full Church ensured joyful  
singing from the congregation enjoying this 
special service. A good number stayed to 
enjoy the plentiful mince pies and mulled 
wine was served, whilst socialising after the 
Service. We prayed that Jesus would turn 
water into more wine, but, alas it was  
necessary to give everyone half measures 
instead! The Church was decorated  
beautifully with candles,  floral  
arrangements, greenery and our amazing  
candelabra, suspended from the ceiling, 
providing additional candlelight. Thanks are 
also extended to all who contributed in 
many different ways towards our Christmas 
celebrations. The Collection received  
totalled £167, which has been forwarded to 
our chosen Charity – The Yeovil Salvation 
Army, who assist so many homeless people 
and those in need both locally and further 
afield. A special ‘Thank You’ is extended 
to all those who contributed to this appeal. 
We were also delighted to have a Christmas 
Eve Holy Communion in Lufton Church. 
Our services continue as normal in  
February and we soon hope to be  
announcing fundraising events to be held 
this year. Our next PCC Meeting will be 
held in the Church on Sunday February 9th, 
following the Evensong Service.” 

CHILTHORNE DOMER 
Angie Clothier writes: “The next PCC 
meeting is at Axes Close Farm on Monday 
10th February at 7.30pm.  

Anyone willing to volunteer to help with 
Church maintenance, e.g. cleaning,  
gardening, flower arranging please ring me 
on 01935 841659.” 
A message from Jill Coe: “A big thank 
you to all the people who have supported 
the Chilthorne Domer Post Office  
throughout the year. We raised £2,184 for 
church funds. Well done! There will be a 
Jumble Sale on Saturday 29th February in 
Chilthorne Domer Village Hall. Entry is 
just 20p and doors open at  2pm – every-
one is welcome. Profits are in aid of  
Children in Distress (Romania).  
Enquiries? - Jill’s number is 01935 
840466. 
During January the funerals of Frank  
Taylor and Pat Batstone were held at St 
Mary’s; may they both rest in peace and 
those who mourn find comfort.  

YEOVIL MARSH 
Christine Salmon writes: “In Yeovil 
Marsh we have been pulling together to 
raise funds for the Church Hall, external 
specialist repairs have been completed and 
we have some funds towards the internal 
decorations, so please put on your thinking 
caps and let us know the activities or 
events you would like to happen in our 
own local hall to continue towards this 
goal. We have the PCC meeting in All 
Saints Church on Thursday 13th February 
at 7.00pm when we will discuss plans for 
events to come, so please call Christine on 
01935 412927 - together we can get there! 

TINTINHULL 
John Gower writes: “Richard Gowring 
and Prim Blower, two well regarded and 
loved villagers, were remembered in 
thanksgiving services in January.-
Richard’s was in Southampton and Prim’s 
was held in a packed St Margaret’s 
Church. Now the church has a new school 
display to come and see; it was done by 
the Pendragon Class; the children are aged 
between 5 and 7 and it is brilliant and 
thought provoking. Before Christmas I 
made a prophecy that was spot on. The 
Church did indeed look wonderful so 
thank you again for everyone’s efforts to 
make it so and to those who supported the 
busy Crib and Carol services over the  

period. We had an inaugural meeting of 
The Friend’s of St. Margaret’s which was 
attended by 19 people with 10 apologies. It 
is great to see wide spread support in the 
village and for the PCC to get feedback 
from interested people. We have two fund 
raising events in the near future. First we 
have our ‘Non Take Art’ event on 6th 
March, and as Ray says, tickets are still 
available so please support this important 
fundraising event for church repairs. Sec-
ondly, there is an Opera evening on 13th 
March in conjunction with The Drama 
Group. This will be the Gilbert & Sullivan 
opera Iolanthe at Tintinhull Village Hall 
with tickets costing £10. Please contact me 
f o r  o p e r a  t i c k e t s  o r  
further details for either event. My email 
address is johndggower@gmail.com . 
Ray is selling the CHURCHFITTERS 
tickets so please contact him for that. “ 
 
A note of thanks from Mary Ostler: 
“Generous giving at the Crib and  
Christingle service on Christmas Eve has 
enabled us to pass on a donation of nearly 
£200 to the work of The Children's  
Society.” 
 
From Ray Cozens: The days are getting 
longer so its time to think about St  
Margaret’s SPRING FLOWER and 
HOMECRAFT SHOW. There are   
children’s classes, handicraft classes,  
recycling classes as well as your favourite 
home-craft and flower classes. When is it?  
Saturday April 4th in Tintinhull Village 
Hall. Schedule and entry forms now  
available at WMC on Wednesday  
mornings and  in the Village Hall when 
open. BUT before then if you have yet to 
ask me for tickets to join us in the Village 
Hall on Friday March 6th starting 7:30pm 
when CHURCHFITTERS are bringing 
whacky fun to Tintinhull please do it 
soon!  Tickets (at £15) are going fast and 
that includes a hot supper. Don’t risk  
disappointment.  
So call me on 01935 824220 or 
E mail ray@littlecrofton.co.uk 
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