
Dear Friends, 
We are now well into 2019 and Lent is 
getting near. Easter is quite late this year 
so Ash Wednesday (the first day of Lent) 
is on 6th March. As usual we will begin our 
observance of this important period of the 
church’s life with a eucharist at which we 
will receive the sign of Christ's cross in ash 
on our foreheads. After a break last year I 
am producing again a devotional guide for 
Lent which, this year, will take us through 
St Matthew’s gospel. It will be available 
online and in the churches towards the end 
of February. 
 This month is a good time of year 
to think carefully about how we will ob-
serve Lent. Taking part in Lenten study 
groups is a good way of sharing together in 
deepening our faith. This year’s groups 
will take the form of reflections on  
St Matthew’s gospel and will link with the 
devotional guide. There will be bible 
study, discussion and prayer. I hope that 
we might run groups, one in the afternoon 
and another in the evening. There will also 
be a series of devotional talks at Lufton. 
These will take place in Wednesday  
evenings, starting on 13th March for five 
weeks. This year’s theme will be  
announced soon in church and on the 
benefice website. 
 Traditionally Christians have fasted 
during Lent. There is much to be said for 
observing that practice. Going without 
meals for a day a week during Lent can 

allow us to make time for God. We all lead 
busy lives and the time we save by not 
preparing or eating a meal can be used in 
prayer, in visiting someone who we know 
is lonely or sick. We could volunteer in the 
community; or spend a little more time in 
bible study of prayer. The money we save 
could be donated to charity – and it would 
be particularly appropriate to give it for the 
relief of those who hunger through  
Christian Aid or the Lord’s Larder. Miss-
ing a meal also reminds us of our need of 
food. Skipping a meal won’t make us very 
hungry but we will notice it. It reminds us 
of our need of other people and of God. 
 Fasting can also remind us of the 
difference between what we need and what 
we want. 
If fasting seems too difficult there are 
many things that you could give up for 
Lent – chocolate, cakes, alcohol, TV; or 
there are things you could do to make a 
difference in the world. Perhaps you could 
organise a cake sale or coffee morning for 
your favourite charity; perhaps you could 
volunteer for a charity shop or the  
hospital's or hospice’s friends’ group.  
Perhaps you might make Lent a time when 
you will make a special effort to invite 
friends or neighbours to come with you to 
church, or organise a litter pick around 
your village. 
 Whatever you choose to do during 
Lent I hope that you will make it a part of 
your prayer life. Putting before God the 
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SERVICES DURING FEBRUARY 2019 

Day Tintinhull Chilthorne 
Domer 

Lufton Yeovil 
Marsh 

Thorne 
Coffin 

February 
3rd 
Presenta-
tion of 
Christ in  
the Temple 

    6 pm  
Evensong 

 10.30 am 
Benefice 
Eucharist 

  

February 
5th 

  10 am  
Eucharist (BCP) 

      

February 
10th 
4 before 
Lent 

8 am Eucharist 
(BCP) 
10.45 am  
Together4God 

10.45 am  
Matins 

6 pm  
Evensong 

  4 pm 
Evensong 

February 
17th 
3 before 
Lent 

9.15 am  
Parish Eucharist 

10.45 am  
Parish  
Eucharist 

6 pm  
Evensong 

10.45 am 
Morning 
Prayer at the 
Elms 

  

February 
24th 
2 before  
Lent 

9.15 am  
Parish Eucharist 

10.45 am  
Matins 

6 pm  
Eucharist 
(BCP) 

11 am  
Parish 
Eucharist 

  

March 3rd 
Sunday 
before Lent 

  10.30 am  
Benefice  
Eucharist 

6 pm  
Evensong 

    

 
Last but not Least:  

 
Yeovil Marsh continued:     through their local neighbouring letterboxes. We are 
looking particularly at the main road through the village, Yeovil Marsh Park 
Home Estate and the top of Stone Lane. If you could possibly help with delivering 
a few please get in touch to say where and how many you can manage, we will be 
glad to hear from you and will pop the agreed number of copies through your 
door.  

Please ring Christine on 412927 or Rev Peter Down on 829058.”  

From the editor: Cut off date for inclusion of items in the March Newsletter is 
one day earlier this time: that’s  18th February. Please let me have any items on or 
before that date to avoid disappointment. Many thanks for  all of the interesting 
items that you send. Hilary. 
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activities we are involved in and the con-
cerns we have can bear fruit in all; sorts of 
unexpected ways, because when we turn to 
him God always blesses us. So use Lent to 
serve him and his people and to deepen 
your spiritual life. 
With blessings and prayers for a good Lent,             

Fr Peter 
A Letter from the Right Reverend Peter 
Hancock, Bishop of Bath and Wells: 
              Taking care of God’s gift 
This Lent as a diocese we will be thinking 
in different ways about what it means to 
care for the world in which we live. Our 
care for the environment and for all that 
God has created is an obligation for us as 
Christians and part of our response to the 
gospel. Reference is sometimes made to the 
Five Marks of Mission and one aspect of 
mission is ‘to strive to safeguard the  
integrity of creation, and sustain and renew 
the life of the earth.’ What we now know 
about climate change and the impact we 
humans make on the world we live in, 
means that it is imperative that we take this 
responsibility serious. The Earth is our 
home. It is beautiful beyond words. It is 
God’s gift to us and so we must take care of 
it! The Psalmist reminds us that: ‘The earth 
is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the 
world, and all who live in it.’ (Psalm 24:1)  
 President Barack Obama recently 
said: “For the sake of our children and our 
future, we must do more to combat climate 
change … we must act before it’s too late.” 
He was not seeking to be alarmist in saying 
this, he was reminding us that climate 
change is already affecting agriculture,  
water resources, forests, wildlife, and 
coastal areas and also having a serious  
detrimental impact on human health.  
 We do need to be more responsible, 
more faithful and more diligent in the way 
we care for God’s creation for a number of 
reasons. Firstly, a clean environment is  
essential for healthy living. Secondly, as the 
overall temperature of Earth’s atmosphere 
and oceans increases so too does the  
frequency of dangerous weather patterns 
and devastating storms. We are stewards of 
what God has given us and we have a  
responsibility for future generations and we 
cannot deny that the way we live is stoking 

up problems for our children, grandchildren 
and all who follow after us. Biodiversity, 
the variety of plants, animals, and other 
living things in our world, is important and 
we know that human activities are having a 
negative impact on it. Finally, it matters 
because the way we treat the environment 
also mirrors the way we treat each other. 
Mahatma Gandhi the Indian civil rights 
activist once said: “What we are doing to 
the forests of the world is a mirror  
reflection of what we are doing to ourselves 
and to one another.” 
So what might it look like to show that we 
care about the environment? I have found 
these three simple words helpful as I have 
thought about this. The three Rs: reduce, 
reuse, and recycle. Those are three words 
we might think about this Lent.  
With warm greetings, 

 Peter + Bath and Wells 
News from the Parishes 

Electoral Roll 
This year we have to prepare a completely 
new Electoral Roll in all of our churches. 
Forms will be available soon. Everyone 
who wishes to be on the Roll of their church 
must complete a form. More details will be 
announced in the churches and on the web-
site.  

TINTINHULL 
Ray Cozens, Church Treasurer writes: 
“ B oo k yo ur  t i c ke t s  no w fo r  
Graffiti Classics they’re selling fast. This 
cabaret-style, wickedly funny and exhilarat-
ing show is in Tintinhull Village Hall on  
Saturday 30th March—doors open 7pm for 
7.30pm start. An interval supper is included 
in the ticket price of £17.50. Licensed bar 
(wine and soft drinks). Don’t miss this all-
singing, all-dancing musical comedy show. 
Contact me on 01935 824220 or 
ray@littlecrofton.co.uk. 
Also by contacting me you can get your 
tickets for a joint PCC and TVHMC  
venture. For just £10 you can enjoy a  
performance of Gilbert & Sullivan’s  
MIKADO in the Village Hall performed by 
Somerset Opera, starting at 7.30pm on 
Thursday 14th March. You can also get 
tickets from Geoff Stone on 01935 829047. 

This will be an enjoyable, social evening 
with wine and soft drinks on sale. This 
fund raising effort will support the Village 
Hall and St Margaret’s Church in equal 
measure. It may be the first of many such 
productions so please do try to support it. 
BE IN IT TO WIN IT on Saturday 
23rd March - it’s St Margaret’s Church  
 Spring Flower and Handicraft Show 
with some new classes. This is always a 
lovely village event which is fun either to 
enter as many classes as you choose or 
simply  enjoy looking at the entries and 
sampling cakes with afternoon tea in the 
Village Hall amongst friends. A Schedule 
and entry form will be included with your 
Newsletter in the Tintinhull delivery area. 
Extra copies are available the WMC  
Coffee Shop on Wednesday mornings. 
Any queries!   Please contact me .”  
 
Church Warden, John Gower writes: 
“2019 is going to be a challenging year. 
We will soon be sending out tenders for 
the repair work to our Church. We hope 
that applications for grants will be  
obtained but we need to show that we are 
raising funds to support this project our-
selves. Do try to support the previously 
mentioned events that Ray and others are 
working hard to promote. If you would 
like to help the Church in any way, please 
do not hesitate to contact myself or any 
member of the PCC. We are also looking 
at forming a Friends of St. Margaret’s 
Church, which would be independent of 
the PCC, and meet every other month or so 
to help maintain our beautiful Church. “  

CHILTHORNE DOMER 
From Angie Clothier: “St Mary’s Church 
has had a bit of a face lift! The windows 
have been lovingly cleaned on the inside 
(they were filthy), thank you Henry. Also, 
you may notice that the George V  
coronation commemorative lantern on the 
church path has been repaired and 
cleaned. This year the date for the Village 
fete has moved to Saturday 6 July. It will 
be a joint event with Chilthorne school. St 
Mary’s Church will be in charge of teas 
and cakes again. Please try to support us.  

Any Jazz enthusiasts, don’t miss the Take 
Art evening with the Neil Maya Quartet, 
Sat 2 Feb, 7.30pm at the village hall.  
Tickets £10. Phone 07951 470104. Food 
also available £5. “ 
Jill Coe writes: “The Post Office teas in 
the Village Hall on Monday afternoons 
made £2,324 for church funds last year. 
My thanks to everyone who supported us 
and made it happen. Special thanks to 
Moira who made all the fabulous  
marmalade. Pop in and join us if you can. 
On Saturday 16th February there is a  
Jumble Sale in the Village Hall in aid of 
Village Hall funds. Doors open at 2pm, 
entrance just 20p ; everyone is welcome!” 

LUFTON 
Susan Collins writes: “During January an 
appropriate contractor has carried out  
further work in the Church to deal with 
wet rot, the dry rot having been eradicated 
and treated in the autumn. Thanks to our 
series of successful fundraising talks in the 
autumn, our well attended Christmas  
services and generous donations, this has 
been possible. Nevertheless, the cleaning 
up operations were onerous and ‘getting 
back to normal’ takes time and patience!  
We are very grateful to all those  
parishioners who have assisted in many 
different ways not least with emptying the 
Church, cleaning, storing items and gener-
ally putting things back together Once 
again, we have a busy schedule of ser-
vices/events ahead during Lent, in  
preparation for Easter Celebrations, in 
addition to our normal weekly services. 
There will be a series of 4 Lent Talks 
commencing on Wednesday evenings at 
7.30 pm from 28th February in Lufton 
Church. Continuing on Wednesdays 7th, 
14th & 21st March. These will be given 
by Father Peter Down. 
More details of Lent and Easter services 
will follow in next month’s news. See  
contact details at the top of Newsletter.  

YEOVIL MARSH 
From Christine Salmon: “At Yeovil 
Marsh we would be glad to hear from any-
one who would be happy to distribute our 
monthly newsletters  Cont. over leaf 
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